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the Alps, available raw materials, and excellent transportation facili-
ties provide an environment admirably suited for manufacturing.
Around the margins of the plains are numerous harbors well situated
to carry its sea-borne commerce.

Throughout the centuries peoples from beyond the Alps poured
into these plains. Celts, Teutons, and such steppe peoples as the Huns,
Avars, Lombards and Slavs from the Danube Basin, were attracted
by its fertile acres, and came to make homes or to ravage its prosperous
communities. Thus the population became highly mixed, but the Celtic
or central European round-headed stock dominates. This mixture re-
sulted in an active, intelligent population, and one well equipped to
utilize the natural advantages of the section. The people soon made it
the greatest of all Mediterranean agricultural regions, and built up in-
dustries rivaling those of northern Europe. They built great com-
mercial cities at the southern end of the transalpine routes, and their
ports long held a commercial position unequaled by any throughout the
world. Little wonder that today these people have become the cultural
and economic leaders of Italy, and that within such a favorable en-
vironment the people have grown in numbers until they constitute 40
per cent of the population of Italy, although the,plains which they in-
habit occupy only 15 per cent of the area of the country.

These plains were once occupied by an arm of the Adriatic, but
the vast amount of sediment carried by the streams from the Alps
and the Apennines filled in this trough, and created a low, level plain,
with fertile and easily cultivated soils. This formation is responsible
for the low marshy character of the lower valley, and the island and
lagoon type of coast line. The silting of the channel and the low
gradient of the streams subject the eastern portion of the valley to
disastrous floods. As a consequence, it has been necessary to construct
dikes along the streams, both to prevent floods and to confine the cur-
rent and give it greater scouring power.

There is a considerable difference between the eastern and western
portions of the valley. The western portion is relatively high and well
drained, but it lies in the rain shadow of the Maritime Alps and the
Ligurian Apennines, As a consequence, irrigation is necessary, but
fortunately the numerous Alpine streams render it comparatively easy.
This area today contains 72 per cent of all the irrigated land of Italy.
To the east of Mantova (Mantua) conditions change. The ground be-
comes low and marshy, and the rainfall becomes greater. Drainage
therefore replaces irrigation as the principal problem of the farmer,